
Councilmember David Alvarez 
Biography 

David grew up in the Barrio Logan community of San Diego, the neighborhood on the 
working waterfront that has a long history of environmental degradation, high asthma 
rates, and industrial-residential conflicts.   His childhood home was next door to a 
chrome plating plant, and he can trace his own asthma to the constant presence of toxic 
emissions affecting residential areas, school playgrounds, and parks. That experience 
sharpened his resolve to fight for social, economic and environmental justice. 

Elected to the San Diego City Council in 2010, David is currently Chair of the 
Environment Committee, and a member of the Budget & Government Efficiency and 
Economic Development & Intergovernmental Relations Committees.  Additionally, he 
serves on the San Diego Regional County Airport Authority, San Diego Metropolitan 
Transit System Board, SANDAG Borders Committee, Otay Valley Regional Park Policy 
Committee, and Bayshore Bikeway Working Group.  He also is a member of the Board 
of Director’s for Local Progress: a national municipal policy network. 

During his first term in office, Councilmember Alvarez has been successful in restoring 
vital city services in each year of the City’s budget, including funding increases for 
libraries, police and fire protection, more street repair and installation of street lights and 
reducing retiree health care costs. 

In addition to continuing to provide prompt and courteous service to all residents, 
Councilmember Alvarez’s priorities include:  providing more park space in the South 
Bay, increasing and safeguarding San Diego’s water supply, border infrastructure and 
decreasing border wait times, creating more opportunities for local small businesses 
and a designing and funding a joint use park for students at Perkins Elementary and 
Beyer Elementary Schools. 

Councilmember David Alvarez was born in San Diego to Jose and Maria Alvarez and 
has four brothers and one sister. Growing up in Barrio Logan, David attended local 
public schools: Perkins Elementary, Memorial Junior High, and San Diego High School. 
David was the first in his family to graduate from high school and college.  He graduated 
with honors from San Diego State University.  Councilmember Alvarez, his wife Xochitl, 
their daughter Izel and son Javier Andres reside in Logan Heights.  He is an avid cyclist 
and bikes to work often.  

David is proud to continue the work he began in childhood and strive to carry out every 
day: to bring social, economic, and environmental justice to the people he serves.   
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